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It’s been almost a year and our
Village Board is proud to have
accomplished many of the goals
we set out to achieve upon taking
office. The residents of Airmont
saved a great deal of money
through the refinancing of Village
bonds, which also received a “AA”
rating during the process. We
introduced successful community
events (decorating contests) and
brought back Airmont Day. The
Board has already identified and

authorized more roads to repave than in previous years,
strengthened code enforcement with the addition a new code
enforcer, and passed a number of local laws that corrected
our codes and improved our lives. There is still a lot more to
do but this Board is working every day for the benefit of all
residents.
Soon Spring will be here and we will all be enjoying the
warmer weather. This weather also increases the chances of
encountering door to door solicitors. For those of you that
enjoy the peacefulness of our neighborhoods, you should
know that Airmont Code section 143 prohibits this practice
without a Village license. Legitimate agents and salespeople
will identify themselves and show you their license upon request.
Should they fail to provide such evidence, know that it is your
right to file a complaint against them and the company they
represent. This can be done by filling out a complaint form
(found online or at the Village Hall) and sending it to the
building department.
If your goal is to avoid solicitors altogether, section 143-9(B)
makes it a violation to solicit regardless of whether or not
solicitors have a valid license, provided that you display a
“no soliciting” sign or a sign with a similar message. The
Village Hall provides these signs to residents at no cost. One
of the Board’s goals was to design a sign that reflects the
passion the residents have for our Village. I, for one, am very
proud of the new signs we designed to not only preserve the
peace and tranquility of our environment but also allow for
residents to let everyone know they are proud to live in Airmont.

Ten things to do in
Airmont this Spring

1. Volunteer. There are so many
different opportunities to give back
to the community. The village needs
volunteers for Airmont Day on
May 22. Call Village Hall
845-357-8111 Monday through
Friday from 9am-4pm to find out
how you can help.

2. Attend a village meeting. Learn
more about how the village runs.
Every week there is at least one of
the follow board meetings; Board
of Trustees, Planning Board,
Zoning Board or Community
Design Review Committee. Visit

www.airmont.org, call 845-357-8111 or stop by village hall
to find out when each board meets.

3. Take yourself out to a ball game. Sign your child up for
Ramapo Little League or Ramapo ASA Girls Softball. If your
children are grown, come to a field and support your neigh-
bor’s child. Visit either organizations website to get more
information. Both are excellent community organizations that
will teach your child the games of baseball or softball and
keep them active. You can also volunteer for your child at
Ramapo Little League or Ramapo ASA Girls Softball. Both
organizations thrive on volunteers and cannot run without
them. There are coaching and board of director opportunities
available for each organization and information is available
on their respective websites:

www.ramapolittleleague.org
www.ramapoasa.org

4. Plant a tree or perennial shrub in your yard and
increase the curb appeal of your home. Visit Cornell Coopo-
erative Extension Rockland County at www.rocklandcce.org to
find out the answers to all of your yard and garden questions
like which plants are deer resistant or how to start a garden.

5. Tune up your lawn mower or contact your landscape
contractor to ensure your yard will be looking great at the
very start of spring.

6. If you have storm water drains on the street in front of
your home, make sure to keep clear of debris like branches,
leaves or dirt so the rain water can properly drain and not
become an issue for your neighbor down the street.

7. Check your gutters and down spouts to assure they are
clear and draining properly. Water that is draining too close
to your home can cause a water issue in your basement.

8. Take a walk around your neighborhood and introduce
yourself to your neighbors you’ve never met or stop by to
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catch up with those you’ve known for years. Airmont is a
great place to live and it is the responsibility of all residents to
ensure it remains friendly and welcoming village.

9. Change your fire/carbon monoxide detector batteries when
you change the time on your clocks for daylight savings on
Sunday 3/13.

10. Patronize local Airmont small businesses. We rely on
them and they rely on us.

Reflections on Change and
Elections
I must admit that I have a love for
history and politics. I find the
human interactions, the strategy
and the posturing of political
candidates fascinating. So you
might guess that I have followed
our Republican and Democratic
primaries with some bit of interest.
In fact, I think these are among the
most nuanced and intriguing
political interactions we have seen
in some time.

The most interesting aspect of all
these debates, town halls and
stump speeches is they have
brought forth an undercurrent in

the America populace. The rise of 24 / 7 news coverage and
social media naturally creates a more informed public. And
we are listening, learning, and reacting. We are moving from
a place of acquiescence in the political process to one of
activism and attention. The cover is being lifted. People are
seeing career politicians for what they are; and holding them
accountable. Candidates, like Bernie Sanders and Donald
Trump are not candidates at all. They are movements, born
of a tiredness of political correctness, rhetoric, back door
dealing, and unfulfilled promises. And, much to the chagrin
of the political establishment, the “outsiders” are getting traction.
In Trump’s case, he will almost assuredly become the
Republican nominee. If so, he will have succeeded against all
odds, and a tsunami of establishment resistance.

What is playing out nationally is a macro reflection of what is
happening in local politics. It reminds me of our own Village
elections only a year ago. There too, I sensed a deep fatigue
in the constituency, as it watched its Village deteriorate in the
wake of a deep recession and ineffective leadership. You
turned out to vote and turned the tide. You reshaped the
Village board with candidates that had no political aspirations,
except to effectively manage and improve this place we call
our home.

One year on, I think you can see the beginnings of change.
You need only look to our Mayor’s recap of accomplishments
in this newsletter. Some change is easily seen, but a good
majority of it has yet to become visible. The pace of any
municipality is slow. However, laws have been written, budgets
recrafted, infrastructure evaluated, finances restructured and
staffing changes made. As we progress through 2016, I
expect you will see the effects of these strategies in real time.
Sitting in each Village board meeting, I constantly think
about the importance of creating change and managing in a

way the makes this the “most desirable” place to build and
raise a family. I think of Village government - first and foremost
- in service to the people that it governs. This was the admin-
istration’s pledge to you, and you should know that your
board remains united in that single endeavor.

You all, created a rising tide of change that we must lift further.
And you can do that through continued participation in local
government and community at all levels. Your involvement in
Village meetings and committees is more powerful than you
think. And standing up to protect what is yours: a way of life, a
great school system, property values, and a vibrant business
community are all within your grasp. You can influence: how
money is spent, education administered, public safety affected,
information disseminated and obtained; and infrastructure main-
tained. These are your rights. I am proud that we / you are
creating change in our Village that it is managed more profes-
sionally and strives to uphold the values of its constituency In
time, we can take that further to the Town, County, State and
National levels. It can be done. Become involved, stay informed,
use your judgment and value your vote at all levels. Even your
smallest effort is noticed. Take pride in your community, main-
tain property, stand-up to back door dealing, and lead through
your own efforts. I think you will be surprised at the value you
can create and that value maybe a lasting legacy that stops a
pattern of erosion none of us want. We are laying the founda-
tions of government and infrastructure that creates a path to
change. But the road to success must be traveled by those it
was created to serve; and that is every
Airmont Villager, entrepreneur, and business person with a vested
interest in making Airmont a “most desirable” place to live.

Accomplishments:
The village received a AA bond
rating from Standard and Poor’s
Refinanced the village’s long term
debt resulting in a present value
savings of $150K
The village has sold the remaining
house that it owned for $310,000
and can now remove itself from the
landlord business.
Hired a part time code enforcer so
that coverage can extend to
evenings and weekends
Replaced the village clerk (who
retired) and the planning/zoning
board clerk (who resigned) with
two very talented individuals who
are already up to speed in their

new positions
Established a procedure for residents to apply for speed
humps where traffic needs to be calmed
Formulating new laws controlling tree cutting, and requiring
the registering / inspecting of rental property
Increased the amount budged for road paving in 2016 by
$230,000
Joined the Rockland Business Association
Formed a committee to coordinate Airmont Day in the fall of 2016

continued on page 3
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Challenges:
Attract clean businesses to locate in the village to fill and
upgrade vacant properties
Keep the 2017 budget under the tax cap or at a 0% increase
Conclude the negotiations with the union representing the
village employees
Resolve ligation with the snow plowing provider, a developer
who owns property in the commercial area of the village, a
resident of the village and an action initiated by the village to
collect a receivable.
Increase Airmont property values
Find ways to get more involvement of the residents on village
committees and village meetings

Dear fellow residents:

I encourage all residents to partici-
pate in the goings on our Village,
and to avail yourselves of all we
have to offer, including themonthly
meetings and workshops of the
Board of Trustees. The meetings are
the first Monday of each month;
the workshops are the third
Monday of the month. Airmont is,
after all, OUR VILLAGE, so let us
work together to make it a great
place to live, work, and raise our
families.

Remember when the Three R s
strictly meant Reading, Riting, and
Rithmetic? Well, they still do,

although for todays environmentally conscious person they
also mean REDUCE, REUSE, and RECYCLE. Not only is it
vitally important for the future health and well being of our
planet that we make recycling a daily part of our lives, but
conscientious recycling also helps to cut the Village garbage
collection costs. Since we pay by the ton to have our garbage
properly disposed of. All glass, plastic, and cans are to be
rinsed out and placed in the recyclable bins. Newspapers and
magazines go in their own bin. Cardboard boxes should be
flattened and tied. All of the above should placed curbside on
your recyclable day.

Last but not least it is very important to utilize our building
department, before any WORK that needs to be done on your
property. Be sure to use a LICENSE CONTRACTOR for your own
safety. The VILLAGE OF AIRMONT BUILDING DEPARTMENT
is available Monday thru Friday from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

TRUSTEE RALPH J. BRACCO SR.

Congratulations to the
Farrell Family for winning
the Airmont Halloween
house decorating contest.
Congratulations to the
Milidantri Family and the
Behr Family for coming in
first and second place
respectively in the Airmont
holiday house decorating
contest.
Congratulations to our own

Brysen Van Eyk on his nomination for an Emmy for Best
Weather Anchor in the New York market!

The Village of Airmont Keep Rockland
Beautiful Day will be April 10, 2016.
Please come down to the Village Hall
for some breakfast, meet your

neighbors, and clean up the Village.
We recently passed new laws
that can be found on the
Village website under “codes.”
These codes include the
Conservation easement
definitions, American Flag
definition, Sidewalk liability,
Telecommunications Law, and
Traffic Mitigation.
Noise Reminder: Section 132-4

says No person shall make, continue or cause or suffer to be
made or continued any unreasonable noise as defined in
section 132-3(B) hereof. Also, the warmer weather is coming
and the lawnmowers will be out in full force. Please be mindful
of your neighbors and start your lawnmowers after 8am.

RALPH BRACCO
Trustee

From Orange & Rockland
If your lights go out...
Find out if your neighbors have also lost power. If so, report the outage
using one of the following methods:

• O&RWeb Site: From any computer or mobile device that has
Internet access, go to www.oru.com to submit an online OUTAGE
REPORT FORM

• O&RMobile app: Download our mobile app from your iPhone, iPad
or Android device.

• Text OUT to 69678 and follow the prompts

• Call 1-877-434-4100, Follow the Voice Prompts

Beginning in April
Planning Board Meetings
will begin at 7:30 pm

Special Thanks to the
Waterwheel Restaurant for providing
the prizes for the decorating contest.

AIRMONT DAY
Airmont Day will be held on Sunday, May 22nd

at the Cherry Lane Elementary School.
To volunteer please call the Village Hall.
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GarbageReminders

•Trashshallbesetoutnoearlierthan3:00PMonthedaypriortocollection,andall
containersshallbe
removednolaterthan8:00PMonthecollectionday.

•Refusefromdemolishedornewlyconstructedbuildings,materialsleftoverfrom
homeimprovementsand
remodelingprojectsrelatingtoexistingresidence(lumber,paneling,rolled
insulatingwiring,pipes,plaster,concreteandbricks)arenotconsideredtrash
andwillnotbepickedup.

•Bulkitems(anythingotherthannormalhouseholdgarbageasotherwiseset
forthbelow)arepickeduponsecondgarbagedayandmustbeplacedat
curbnoearlierthan5PMthedaybeforepickup.BULKITEMSNOTTO
EXCEED4-5ITEMSPERHOUSEHOLDPERBULKDAY

•AllRecyclingisdoneonWednesday.Binsaretobeleftonthecurbforrecycling.

•Norecyclingbinsmaybeplacedatthecurbpriorto5PMonTuesdaynight.

•Pleasedonotplacehouseholdgarbagecansatcurb.Villagehasyardsidepickup.

•Allyardwaste(leaves,grass,etc)willbepickeduponThursdaysfromApril–December.(Mustbein
biodegradablebags)


