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Spring 2018 Mayor’s Message

Spring has finally sprung, and while the weather of late may
say otherwise, we are in for longer and warmer days ahead. There are

!

Inside this issue:

.y some exciting things in store for Airmont residents this Spring: we're
: 2 \f’ hoping for nice weather on April 22nd, when residents gather at Village
Mayor's Message 1 Jpe Hall for Airmont Cleanup Day, as part of the Keep Rockland Beautiful
program (in the event of “April showers, the rain date is April 29th).
Airmont Sign Unveiling 1
A new Welcome to Airmont sign will soon be gracing the corner of
Route 59 and Airmont Rd, scheduled for completion around the end of April. | know
New Pre-K Program 2

residents are proud to live here, and what better way to announce that pride to all
who visit our beautiful Village? Our Community Outreach volunteers have also been
Volunteer Committee Updates | 2 hard at work planning the first-ever Village Tag Sale on April 28th and 29th, and it's
shaping up to be a fun weekend for all. See page 4 for additional details.

At Your Service: Meet the 3 , . ; o1 . . .
Justice Court Clerk We're looking forward to some upcoming capital improvement projects, including a new

roof and stairs for the Village Hall, and a major drainage repair project on Beaver Hollow.

Village Pride: What Residents |3

Enjoy About Living in Airmont The Comprehensive Plan Committee and Zoning Code Subcommittee will be holding

BOT Meeting Information 4 more public hearings and soliciting comments in the months ahead. On March 13th,
they held their first public hearing, and members of the public were given an opportunity
to comment on the first draft of the comprehensive plan. The Committee received some

Social Media Links 4 useful feedback, and we appreciate all who took the time to come and weigh in.

Community Events 4 Our Senior Club members can rest a little easier now that we’ve secured their funding
back to last years’ levels, following a productive meeting between myself and the Mayor

Subscribe to our Newsletter 4 of Montebello with the Ramapo Town Supervisor, where we appealed for the funds to be

reinstated. | will always fight for our Village residents: | am proud to be your Mayor, and
proud of our Board’s accomplishments. | have weekly office hours at Village Hall for any
residents who want to reach out, and my email address appears below. Please feel free
to contact me anytime with your questions, concerns, or feedback.

— Mayor Philip Gigante
pgigante@airmont.org

Coming Soon: Welcome to Airmont Sign

Work will commence soon on the new
Welcome to Airmont sign and landscaping
project to be installed on the corner of
Route 59 and Airmont Road. The project
was made possible when the location was
generously donated by the parcel’s property
owner, after a discussion initiated by the
Board of Trustees. The eye-catching display
will incorporate a touch of Village history, &
featuring the original cupola that once graced the first schoolhouse in Airmont as its
focal point. (see artist rendering, above right)

SCSD Launches

Pre-K P An unveiling ceremony is planned for April 28th, pending completion of the project. Be
125 el sure to check back on the Village website and/or social media accounts for additional
See page 2 information, or sign up for email notifications at http://www.airmont.org/news-subscribe/



mailto:pgigante@airmont.org
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Suffern Central Pre-K Early Learning Program in High Demand

Suffern Central School District's new Pre-Kindergarten Early Learning Program
helps prepare children with the readiness skills to be successful throughout their
school years, and foster a love of learning. The program focuses on social and /
emotional development, academics, physical development, and learning through
play. It provides a loving environment where children feel safe, engaged, successful,
and supported. The Early Learning Program is a place where children are excited to
learn, play, and grow, and is open to all Suffern Central residents™ turning 4 years
old by December 1, 2018.

The program is located at Viola Elementary School, 557 Route 202, Suffern NY.
There are two sessions available for the 2018-19 school year: 8:45 - 11:15 AM
and12:15 — 2:45 PM Transportation is not provided.

There are currently 38 slots total in the morning and afternoon sessions. If interest warrants, the district will consider
opening an additional class. Families must complete the UPK application through Child Care Resources of Rockland to
be eligible for the program. Applications for the 2018-19 school year are due by March 31, 2018. Please

visit childcarerockland.org for more information.

% welcome addition to the school district. "Our motto, ‘Where Mounties Imagine,
7_ Discover and Grow’ has truly come to life in the program this year,” says Lisa
play-based and student-centered. Children learn through play and we have seen
tremendous growth in our students with respect to their gross and fine motor
skills, social-emotional development, early literacy and math skills, imagination,
confidence, and ability to communicate. We are so proud of our littlest Mounties!"

= "Having our Suffern Central teacher and aides in the classroom has provided
a high-quality program with no turnover," she adds. "The location of the
program within one of our elementary schools has provided students and

families an introduction to our schools, including the principal, the school
nurse, and the PTA. Furthermore, students enjoy music and physical education with our teachers.”

*The Suffern Central School District currently serves the communities of Airmont, Hillburn, Montebello, Sloatsburg,
Suffern, Tallman, and part of Monsey.

Committee Corner: Updates from our Village Volunteer Committees

Community Outreach -- “Our first meeting was held at the start of the year,”
reports Trustee Liaison Kevin Warbrick. “We discussed goals and upcoming
events, and there was a great exchange of ideas.” Another follow-up meeting is

planned after the Easter/Passover holidays. AWARENESS
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Preservation and Open Space Committee -- The committee held their first
meeting on March 12th, reports Trustee Liaison Peter Blunnie, and Mark V.
Murphy graciously volunteered to Chair the committee. The April 2018 meeting
has been scheduled for 7:00 pm, Monday, April 9th at the Village Hall.
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Commercial & Business Committee -- “We are still forming the committee
mandate,” says Trustee Liaison Anthony Valvo, “but plan to focus on: building
strong relationships between the administration and local business; promoting
local business and brand awareness within and outside the Village; partnering with other committees and/or Chambers
of Commerce across Bergen and Rockland counties; creating a strong integration of commercial and community goals;
and creating meaningful events that promote commerce and showcase Airmont.”

For more information on volunteering for our Committees, visit http://www.airmont.org/committees/committee-signup/



http://childcarerockland.org/
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At Your Service: Justice Court Clerk Beatriz Geramita

Each issue of our newsletter spotlights the people and places that help make the Village of Airmont such a sought-after
place to live, work, and visit. In this issue, we’re getting to know Justice Court Clerk Beatriz Geramita.

In order to keep things at Airmont's Justice Court running smoothly,
Clerk Beatriz Geramita juggles a wide range of responsibilities
throughout her day: processing court records and maintaining schedules;
entering tickets and payments; criminal reporting; setting up trials,
hearings and preliminary hearings; preparing the courtroom for —=
arraignments; and processing mail payments, all while taking care of the
defendants who come to her looking for assistance during what is
typically an unhappy time for them "l do sympathize," she says, "you
have to show empathy for what they're going through, while still getting

takes pride in finding ways to reach out to people on a personal level, z (Y
helping them to comply with the court's directives, while providing < " VL
compassionate customer service. \ % ‘
Although she has only worked in Airmont for a little over a year, she's AR € P 4 4
already proved to be a valuable addition to the staff at Village Hall, going

above and beyond her job duties to secure substantial grant funding from the County. Thanks to Geramita's efforts,
Airmont received a Rockland County Justice Court Assistance Program Award in excess of $17,300, which is being
used to fund a number of much-needed items--at no cost to Village taxpayers. Thus far, she has used the grant to
purchase fireproof filing cabinets to keep records more secure, new scanners for the office's computers, new monitors
and printers, and new laptops for the Court—and she’s already planning to apply for the same grant again next year. "I
have a wish list ready!" she laughs. "My goal is to continue to improve Court services and efficiency, without causing any
expense to our residents."

Geramita enjoys her work with the Village, and says the best part about her job is "helping this community be the place
where people want to raise their children. It's a safe place, and the Village Court and Ramapo Police Department work to
make sure it stays that way."

Village Pride: What Makes Airmont Such a Great Place to Live?

Earlier this year, the Town of Ramapo was named “the Safest Place to Live in NY” and the fourth safest place to live in
the U.S. As a result, the Village of Airmont has been attracting more attention, as word is spreading about our tree-lined
streets, thriving businesses, and first-rate schools. [visit http.//www.fios1news.com/lowerhudsonvalley/local-Ramapo-
named-the-safest-town-in-New-York to see a news report where the Village was prominently featured.]

We recently polled some residents to find out what they think makes Airmont such a great place to live:

‘““We’ve found Airmont to be a wonderful place to raise our family. The award-winning
schools offer a great education that gives students an excellent preparation for college.
We love the quiet, small town feel of our neighborhood in Airmont, and at the same
time, the easy access to be able to head upstate, to New Jersey, and to Manhattan, all
within a matter of minutes.”

Linda Eisen, Airmont resident for 20+ years

“The community programs are great! We like to stay active, and there are many
opportunities to get involved.”

Friends and life-long residents, Roberta Doremus and Edna Blake |

(pictured right, at a recent meeting of the Airmont Senior Club)

“l have lived elsewhere in New York State, and none of those places can compare to Airmont. It has the best
location, close to everything, and is a great place to raise a family. We have lived here for 30 years now, my kids
grew up here, and | wouldn’t think of living anywhere else.”

John Saviano, chairperson, Airmont Day


http://www.fios1news.com/lowerhudsonvalley/local-Ramapo-named-the-safest-town-in-New-York
http://www.fios1news.com/lowerhudsonvalley/local-Ramapo-named-the-safest-town-in-New-York

VILLAGE OF AIRMONT
Board of Trustees

Philip Gigante, Mayor
Paul Marchesani, Deputy Mayor
Anthony Valvo, Trustee
Peter Blunnie, Trustee
Kevin Warbrick, Trustee

For a full Village Directory Village Board Meeting Information
with contact information, visit

Village Board meetings are generally held on the first and third
Monday of each month. However, dates may vary due to holiday
4 ° N schedules. Please check the online village calendar for each

scheduled meeting.
SIGN UP

for email blasts Village Board meetings are also publicized on the second page
& Village Newsletter of the Rockland Section of the Journal News, and Ilnk_s to th(_a
) ) agenda are posted on our Facebook page and sent via email to
wowsw-almont;org/newsssubscribe/ those who sign up for our email blast distribution list.

— All Village Board meetings are open to the public and typically
begin at 7:30 pm. Residents are invited to attend and there is

usually a public comment section at the first meeting of the

Did You Know? month when residents can address the board for 3 minutes on
. o . any village topic. (Although the Board can, by majority vote,
Our online newsletter is interactive! determine to take public comment at any time during a public

meeting.) Mayor & Trustee meetings are streamed live and
archived on the Village YouTube Channel. A direct link to the
channel is available on the home page of the Village website.

Wherever you see text that is
underlined in blue, it indicates a web
link that you can click on, and be
instantly directed to more information.

Please visit http://www.airmont.org/government/village-board/ to
Most photos and graphics are see current and archived Agendas and Minutes. Questions?
Contact Village Hall at 845-357-8111, or email inquiries at
info@airmont.org.

hyperlinked as well!

Visit us on the web: www.airmont.org

n facebook.com/VillageOfAirmontNY/ instagram.com/Vvillageofairmont/

Upcoming Events Dates to Remember
April 22, 9am-12pm Airmont Clean Up Day Volunteers are invited to pitch e Airmont Clean Up Day
in and Keep Rockland Beautiful at this annual event. Online April 22
registration is available at www.keeprocklandbeautiful.org .
or call Marc Grun at 845-598-0688 for more info. Rain date: % ° Spr-lng Tag Sale
Sunday, April 29th pnny April 28 & 29

. . o KEEP e Memorial Day Ceremony
April 28 & 29 - Spring Tag Sale Participation is free for ROCKLAND
residents selling used items. Event will be held Rain or BEAUTIFUL May 27
Shine at Cherry Lane Elementary 9am-3pm both days. For e Memorial Day (Observed)
more info, call John 845-521-9559 or look for the flyer on our website.

May 28

May 27 - Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony Join us at Village Hall e  First Day of Summer
at 10am for this annual Memorial Day event, honoring our local veterans. June 21

Watch for an email blast with additional details as the date gets closer.
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