
It’s hard to believe we’re already more than halfway through 2018, with 
the warmer weather and longer days finally upon us after what 
seemed like “the Winter that wouldn’t end” and a “blink-and-you-miss-
it” Spring.  Our snow and debris removal crews did a great job   
clearing our roadways of accumulation and fallen tree limbs, while first 
responders kept residents safe during the removal of downed wires 
during strong storms we experienced earlier this year. 
 
Our ongoing street paving efforts in the Village have progressed 
well, and we’ve gotten some very positive feedback from residents 
on the improvements to our roadways. 

 
By now, I’m hoping most of you have also had an opportunity to see the new Welcome 
to Airmont sign that now graces the corner of Route 59 and Airmont Rd. We’re proud 
to have included the original cupola from the Airmont Schoolhouse, honoring the history 
of our Village as we welcome all who pass through its borders. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan Committee and Zoning Code Subcommittee are to be 
commended for their tireless efforts reviewing the Village Master Plan, and incorporating 
the feedback they received from the public during the hearings and workshops held 
throughout this process. On behalf the Board of Trustees and residents of Airmont, I’d 
like to thank the Committee members for their dedication and service, and thank all of 
the residents who took the time to weigh in and help update our Village codes.  
 
Wishing you and your family a Happy and Safe Summer season!  

—  Mayor Philip Gigante 
pgigante@airmont.org 
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Comprehensive Plan Review Nears Completion; Timeline Remains On Schedule 

After a series of workshop meetings, public hearings, and several months of careful review, the Comprehensive Plan 
Committee is nearing the finish line in their goal to clarify Village codes and adopt a revised Comprehensive Master 
Plan. In October 2016, the Committee began the complex task of reviewing and recommending updates and changes to 
the Comprehensive Master Plan, seeking input from residents and others in the community at regular intervals. This 
feedback was incorporated into the final draft, which was adopted at the June 18, 2018 Board of Trustees meeting. 

 
The Zoning Code Amendments are currently undergoing a 
required General Municipal Law (GML) review. The current 
timeline for completion, and text of the proposed changes to 
the zoning codes, are available at Village Hall, and are also 
posted to the Village website. 
 
The interim land use building moratorium was originally set 
to expire on March 8, but due to the length of the required 
approvals process, the timeline had to be adjusted, and an 
extension of up to 6 months was necessary. The current 
timeline anticipates completion by August 20, 2018.  
 
Video footage of public hearings and Board of Trustee  
meetings are archived and can be viewed at any time on the 
Village of Airmont YouTube channel.   

DID YOU KNOW? 

Village Hall is open  
as a Cooling Center 
during Office Hours 

9am-4pm 
 

mailto:pgigante@airmont.org
http://www.airmont.org/government/comprehensive-plan/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDM_CASSM6G3-Pt857HCDRA
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Village Financial Review : Another Solid Year of Strong Fiscal Management 

Our annual review of Airmont’s financials are complete, and 2017 was another year of 
good fiscal performance for the Village. Despite ongoing road improvement projects 
and other capital expenditures, the Village of Airmont ran a $145,000 operating       
surplus, with revenues $154,000 ahead of budget.  
  
The last 3 years of strong fiscal performance has allowed us to accumulate a cash     
surplus of over $1,500,000.  Our strong balance sheet allows us good future financial 
flexibility to enhance our Village and begin to think about projects such as acquiring 
open space, converting Village street lights to energy-efficient LEDs, and a possible             
investment in walking trails, etc.  Many of these items were mentioned in our          
comprehensive plan discussions, and we are listening to you. 

  
Our solid financials came despite shrinking real estate tax revenues, a trend we think will reverse as the Rt 59 corridor          
development takes hold.  Nevertheless, we are continuing to review property tax exemptions and work with the Town to 
ensure that only compliant properties receive exemptions or reduced assessments. Higher than anticipated revenues 
were driven by: stronger tax receipts, outside of property tax; higher building permit fees; interest earned on our surplus; 
and higher aid that was obtained through a better partnership with the State.  While code enforcement is certainly a   
priority for any municipality, our focus remains on education, safety, and aesthetics, not fines. This approach appears to 
be working well, as revenues from fines were lower than anticipated.   
  
On the expense side, we were about $90k below last year's expenditures.  There are no large items to report, just good       
expense management in many categories.  We should extend a special thanks to our Village staff, who strive every day to run 
an efficient platform, including the securing of grant monies that kept costs down while enhancing services.  We recognize and 
appreciate their continued efforts. 
  
Our goals for the rest of 2018 remain the same: continued improvement and service to our Villagers in 
a fiscally-responsible manner. We will work to achieve greater efficiency, enhance business           
partnerships, work on further visible improvements, and continue efforts to rejuvenate the Rt 59     
corridor. Look for continued road improvements and other projects throughout the year. 
  
Thank you for your continued support and your interest in our community.  Our Village is poised 
to make great strides, and much of that is due to our diverse and engaged community.  We    
welcome your interest, questions, and ideas as we move through 2018 and beyond.  

 

Anthony Valvo 
Village of Airmont, Trustee 

Airmont residents recently gathered at the corner of 
Route 59 and South Airmont Road to join the Village 
Mayor and Trustees for the unveiling of a new Welcome 
to Airmont sign. The unique installation features an eye-
catching element of Village history: the original cupola 
that once graced the roof of Airmont Elementary School, 
built on that very spot in 1910 (inset, left). 
 
Thanks to Village Historian Bob Goetschius (pictured 
at left, holding a photo of the schoolhouse next to the 
new sign), Airmont saved the cupola, preserving it for 
future use by the Village.  
 
"We're so fortunate to have this wonderful piece of 
Airmont history," says Goetschius. "Now, everyone 
who passes through Airmont can enjoy its beauty." 
All of the plantings and installation labor were      
generously donated by Belleville Landscaping.  

Historic Cupola Preserved at Former Airmont Schoolhouse Site 
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At Your Service: Building Inspector Louis Zummo 

Our newsletter spotlights the people and places that make the Village of Airmont such a sought-after 
place to live, work, and visit. In this issue, we’re getting to know Building Inspector Louis Zummo. 
  
If there was an award for "Busiest Employee" in the Village of Airmont, Building Inspector Lou 
Zummo would easily earn the title.  A highly-trained and experienced New York State-certified Code 
Enforcement Official, Zummo also serves as the Building Inspector for nearby Pomona. 
  
When hired by Airmont just two years ago, Zummo faced a daunting backlog of permits left behind by 
his predecessor, while also being called upon to provide his professional input to the Comprehensive 
Plan Committee and Zoning Subcommittee as they took on the task of reviewing the Village's Master 
Plan.  He's also responsible for performing inspections, attending daytime and evening meetings, 
keeping track of all the necessary paperwork that his job entails, all while managing a Building      
Department staff that includes three code officials, a fire inspector, and a clerk.  His primary role is to perform all permitting and 
permit related inspections: any time a resident or business in Airmont applies for a permit to perform work Lou reviews the   
paperwork, then performs on-site inspections to ensure that the work is being done safely, in accordance with all Village, 
County, and State codes. 
  
How does one know when a permit is needed? While the general rule often cited is "if it's anything other than painting or flooring, 
you need a permit," the process can still be confusing to some. “Any time you go beyond cosmetic changes, there's likely a permit 
required." says Zummo, For example, laying new carpeting over an existing floor doesn't typically call for a permit, but installing 
new hardwood floors or a new appliance that requires a dedicated utility hookup--such as a dishwasher or water heater--does   
require a permit. This is to ensure that the water lines and necessary electrical connections are up to code. So, how does someone 
figure out the difference? 
  
"When in doubt," says Zummo, "just call the Building Department and ask. We really are here to help." Unfortunately, he finds that 
homeowners can be hesitant to inquire about permits, because "they're afraid that even just asking the question will trigger a red 
flag," Zummo says, "and that's not the case. We're happy to answer questions and clarify the requirements. We're not tracking the 
phone calls--we're not 'the Building Police'--our primary concern is safety."  Licensed contractors should also be familiar with    
Village codes, and those that offer to do work without filing the proper paperwork are to be avoided. "We're here to protect Airmont 
residents and businesses," says Zummo, "to ensure that any work being done is being done correctly. I don't want to see people 
living or working in a situation that is unsafe." 
  
"Your home is usually your largest asset," says Zummo, "so I always try to help residents with any outstanding issues they might have, 
to work with them to resolve any problems." He often relies on his expertise as the owner of a Home Improvement business for many 
years, using his knowledge and construction experience to come up with creative solutions. "Sometimes, people know what they want 
to accomplish or see as a final product when the work is done, but even their contractor isn't exactly sure how to go about fixing it to 
current codes" Zummo says. "I try to offer them suggestions, and possible ways of reaching compliance with the most effective and 
efficient options to get them up to code." 
 
To reach the Airmont Building Department, call 845-357-8111, or visit our online Directory: http://www.airmont.org/village-directory/ 

Hurricane Preparedness: What You Need To Know 

Building Inspector Lou Zummo 

The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 through November 30, with the most active 
period for New York typically falling between August and late October. Here, some helpful  
Hurricane Preparedness tips, courtesy of the National Weather Service:  
 
Stock Emergency Supplies: Keep a three-day supply of non-perishable food and bottled water on 
hand for each family member. Compile a kit with essential items such as flashlights, extra batteries, 
manual can opener, first aid kit, and backup phone chargers. 
 

Review your Family Emergency Plan: Sit down with your family and decide how you will get in contact with each other, 
where you will go, and what you will do in the event of an emergency.  
 
Check Your Insurance Policies: Review your insurance policies to ensure that you have adequate coverage for your home 
and personal property.   For more information, visit the National Weather Service Hurricane Preparedness page at 
http://hurricanes.gov/prepare 

http://www.airmont.org/village-directory/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhurricanes.gov%2Fprepare&h=ATNhChOX88QEVDvialDEXyjyUfP1mkCeZkw4O4oC8uxLq2AhRhjZyYuo-lkHPacFzGrs_w_NlHbOdvddQ4TuG7ZRmq8SCVmWKh_chvny1d5ltUc8gldSIPa9QYHvkZ7Ac3tmcw


 

Dates to Remember 

 

     Independence Day 
       July 4 

 

     Labor Day 
       September 3 

 

     First Day of School 
       September 5 

 

     First Day of Autumn 
       September 22 

VILLAGE OF AIRMONT 
 

Board of Trustees 
 

Philip Gigante, Mayor 
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Anthony Valvo, Trustee 

Peter Blunnie, Trustee 

Kevin Warbrick, Trustee 

 
 

For a complete Village Directory 
visit www.airmont.org/village-directory/ 

Village Board Meeting Information 
 
Village Board meetings are generally held on the first and third Monday of each month. However, dates may vary due to 
holiday schedules. Please check the online village calendar for each scheduled meeting.  
 
Village Board meeting information is submitted to local news media and posted on our website; links to the agenda are 
posted on our Facebook page and sent via email to those who sign up for our email blast distribution list. 
 
All Village Board meetings are open to the public and typically begin at 7:30 pm. Residents are invited to attend and 
there is usually a public comment section at the first meeting of the month when residents can address the board for 3 
minutes on any village topic. (Although the Board can, by majority vote,   determine to take public comment at any time 
during a public meeting.) Mayor & Trustee meetings are streamed live and archived on the Village YouTube Channel.    
A direct link to the channel is available on the home page of the Village website. 
 
Please visit http://www.airmont.org/government/village-board/ to see current and archived Agendas and Minutes.  
 

Questions? Contact Village Hall at 845-357-8111, or email inquiries at info@airmont.org.  

Visit us on the web: www.airmont.org 

facebook.com/VillageOfAirmontNY/ instagram.com/villageofairmont/ 

Recycling & Trash Regulations: Important Info for Rockland Residents 

The County of Rockland has been cracking down on compliance 
with recycling and trash regulations, instructing carting companies 
to place warning stickers on trash and recyclables left at the curb 
that do not meet the required guidelines. Carting contractors will 
not pick up these items unless they are in compliance with County 
regulations. Please take a moment to review the Recycling and 
Trash routes and guidelines posted on the Village website: 
http://www.airmont.org/services/garbage-recycling/   
 
You can also view and download a Resident Recycling Guide directly from the 
Rockland Recycles website, at this link: http://www.rocklandrecycles.com/vs-
uploads/pdfs/1513281807_HomeRecycling-Guide-2017.pdf 
 
Questions? Call the Rockland Recycles hotline: (845) 753-2200.  
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http://www.airmont.org/government/village-board/
mailto:info@airmont.org
http://www.airmont.org
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