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Mayor’s Message: Looking Ahead to 2019
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Dates to Remember

¢ Martin Luther King Jr. Day
(observed)
January 21

e Valentine’s Day
February 14

e President’s Day
(observed)
February 18

¢ First Day of Spring
March 20

Happy New Year! | hope that your holiday season was a joyous one
for you and your family. We've got some great things in store for the
Village in 2019, and I'm looking forward to continuing my service as
your Mayor.

The first bit of good news: the Board of Trustees and | once again
passed a fiscally-responsible budget, and I’'m happy to report that
for the third year in a row, there is no increase in taxes. For
additional budget highlights, see page 3.

| was honored to host two of our youngest Airmont residents at Village

Hall recently, when they served alongside me as the winners of our Mayor for a Day
contest. This is a new program we created, designed to educate and inform students on the
role of local government and encourage civic engagement. We piloted the program with
Cherry Lane Elementary School [see page 3], and based on the positive response we
received, we're planning to expand this program to other schools in the area this year.

The competition was fierce for our 4th Annual Holiday House Decorating Contest, with a
greater number of residents participating than ever before. See photos on page 4.

As we all gear up for the inevitable wintry weather this season, it's good to know that we
have an experienced snow removal team ready to keep our streets clear and safe. To
learn more about the strategies they use to keep our residents safe during inclement
weather, see the Village Spotlight on page 2.

L R ;[fi’ ] With a solid budget in place that maintains the high-
N o quality services our residents have come to expect,
while keeping our taxes stable, 2019 promises to be
another great year for Village of Airmont residents. | will
continue working hard for our community, and I'm
grateful for the opportunity to live and serve here.

—Mayor Philip Gigante

pgigante@airmont.org

Airmont Website Re-Design Completed

Who won our Holiday House
Decorating Contest? See page 4!

“d Minutes, Upcoming Events, Guidelines
| for Garbage & Recycling pick-up, and

| streamlined and user-friendly. Visit the

If you haven’t visited our Village website @.e‘m‘s‘m
in awhile, you're in for a surprise: our
webmaster recently upgraded the site
with a fresh new look that is more

site to view Frequently Asked Questions,
News Updates, Meeting Agendas and . =

Garbage Pickup on 12/25/18 and 1/1/19

much more.

Visit us on the web: www.airmont.org
acebook.com/VillageOfAirmontNY, l@l instagram.com/villageofairmon

fl
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At Your Service: Snow Plow Contractor George Stoll, CSB Contractors, Inc.

Each issue of our newsletter spotlights the people that help make the Village of Airmont such a sought-after place to live, work,
and visit. This time, we're catching up with George Stoll, owner of CSB Contractors, Airmont’s Snow Plowing Contractor.

[J_L How long have you worked with the Village of Airmont? We've been plowing for Airmont
since 2010, but we have over 35 years of experience in professional snow removal. One big
advantage that we have to offer over other snow contractors is that we’re local to the area—

serve Airmont and its residents, quickly and efficiently. If there’s an equipment breakdown, or
¥l we need to refill on salt, our garage is just down the road, which keeps potential downtime to
B an absolute minimum.

What sort of tools or resources do you utilize to help with storm tracking? Our trucks
are equipped with state-of-the-art computer technology and wireless broadband internet
access that can track weather conditions up to the second. CSB Contractors also subscribes
to satellite weather services that indicate any change in winter weather or storm warnings
issued. We use these resources to provide the best possible snow removal service for the
Village of Airmont.

1

George Stoll

How do you decide the best way to prep for each storm? When it comes to pre-treatment, there are many variables
that go into whether or not to brine streets ahead of a storm. Temperature and humidity variations and post-storm temperature
direction is a major factor, as well as the type of precipitation that is anticipated. We make these decisions based upon the
latest forecast information that is available to us, and adjust our efforts accordingly as the storm takes shape.

The residents may notice that the product we use does not dry to the typical “white stripes” they see while traveling down the
road--this is because we use Envirobrine, a blend of Magnesium-Calcium-Potassium-Sodium Chlorides, which produces dark
stripes on the roadway surface. We choose this combination due to its melting temps of -40 degrees, as opposed to salt brine
which typically stops working at around 16 degrees along with its usable “life span” on the roadway.

The application of rock salt is as follows: at the onset of precipitation, all roadways are salted (if the rate of snowfall is rapid and
it becomes a “plowable event” the salting is halted as it would only be plowed off SR TTow
on the next plowing pass). During a snow event, the hills are salted to keep them | — .« e
passable for the working snow and emergency equipment. At the completion of the - . H'Jhﬁ/'wﬁvf Cacpenter CT.

) . | 4bbw R | Smitk cf
snow event, all roadways are salted on the final plowing pass. O G | Elber of
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What plan do you follow for plowing the roads in Airmont? We have the
Village broken down into five neighborhood routes [see map at right], plus
the main roads like Christmas Hill, Smith Hill, and Church Road. Our crew of
plow operators stay in constant communication during a storm, and provide
assistance to one another as needed in order to clear the streets as quickly as
possible. It usually takes about 4 hours to complete each route, from one end
to the other, and they’re all being plowed simultaneously throughout the storm.

A map of Airmont plow routes

What is the most challenging part of handling snow removal for a Village like

ours? Without question, what causes us the most difficulty is when residents don’t observe the No On-Street Parking
regulations that go into effect once a Snow Emergency is declared. If there’s a car or minivan blocking the road, we can’t clear
the streets the way they need to be cleared, and it causes problems for everyone on that street. The number one thing that
— residents can do to help us during a storm is to stay off the roads when advised to
do so, and to keep their cars parked in their driveways, without any part of the car

street, and snow is falling, a friendly reminder call to move their vehicle can really
y Mmake a difference.

8l CSB Contractors, Inc., an 1SO-accredited snow removal company based in
Suffern, NY, has been providing municipal and commercial snow removal
services in Rockland, Orange, Putnam, Westchester and Dutchess Counties in
New York for over 35 years.
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Cherry Lane Students Serve as Airmont Mayor for A Day

Two students from Cherry Lane Elementary recently joined Airmont Mayor
Philip Gigante at Village Hall to serve as honorary Mayors For A Day. Second
-grader Sarina Mahmud and third-grader Matthew Budnar were the winners
- of a contest where K-5 students were asked to create a poster or personal
essay on what they would do if they could be mayor for the day.

Upon arrival, the students were greeted by Mayor Gigante and shown to "their"
office for a Mayors Meeting. Mayor Mahmud and Mayor Budnar were given an
overview of the agenda for the day, which included a meet and greet with Village
staff, including the Clerk and Deputy Clerk, Code Officials, Planning & Zoning
— Clerk, Justice Court Judge, and several others. The students asked questions to
better understand the role that each staffer fulfills, and how the village operates on a daily basis.

The co-Mayors hosted a special Work Session with members of the public, where
they reviewed the status of Village Road Paving projects, approved upcoming
Village communications, and discussed highlights of the 2019 Airmont Budget.

Afterwards, they visited with the Airmont Seniors Club, and talked about their ideas [l %
for the Village, including a public park, affordable housing, and attracting new |
businesses to Airmont such as a Wawa and an ice cream shop. Mayor Mahmud
and Mayor Budnar were presented with Certificates of Distinction by Mayor
Gigante, and then set to work signing nearly two dozen Certificates of Honor for all
of the Cherry Lane students who submitted entries.

All of the essays and posters submitted by students are currently on display at Village Hall. Mayor Gigante thanked
Cherry Lane Principal Angela Aguilar for allowing the students to participate in this fun and educational event, and is
planning to host a similar program at other schools that serve students from the Village of Airmont.

A Reminder About Access to Garbage & Recycling Containers During Winter Weather

Now that Winter is upon us, Carlo Minuto Carting has issued a reminder to residents about the need to
maintain access to their garbage and recycling containers during inclement weather. Residents are asked
to ensure that service team members have a clear path, free of snow and ice, to access any containers, as
well as a path large enough to push or pull the containers to their truck. They also ask those residents who

use private snow removal vendors to ask them not to plow in or onto Minuto’s dumpsters; those with a

G dumpster corral must keep the gates clear of snow so that the gates can open fully. Your cooperation is

greatly appreciated. If you have questions or concerns, contact Minuto Carting directly at 845-353-5678.

2019 Budget Highlights

The 2019 Budget for the Village of Airmont was approved by the Board of Trustees at
the end of last year. Some highlights:

e Our Village valuation went up about $1 million. That is a result of the Airmont
Gardens PILOT program expiring and ensuring that only valid tax exemptions are
given to properties that are legally in compliance. This means that we weren’t
starting at a deficit, and that the results of our hard work are paying off. Also, due to
higher than expected revenues, our 2017 surplus was $53,000 more than we expected, and we anticipate even
higher revenues in 2019.

e Even though the Village tax cap allowed for a 2% budget increase—the largest since 2013—thanks to our current
Board’s ongoing sound fiscal management, we were still able to keep the budget at 0%—no tax increase.

e  Our road repair budget has remained the same, and our road paving projects have progressed well. Since 2015, we have
paved over 14 road miles out of our 36 road mile Village—that's about 40% of all roads in Airmont, and counting.



2018 Holiday House Decorating Contest Winners

Congratulations to the First Prize Winner of our 2018 Holiday House
Decorating Contest: the Milidantri Family at 219 Cherry Lane. They
will receive a $100 gift card for their fun and festive holiday display,
featuring a colorful lineup of inflatables, light show, and Santa on his
sleigh. Our runner-up this year was the Quiles Family at 13 North
Lorna Lane. Thank you to all who participated!

VILLAGE OF AIRMONT
Board of Trustees

Philip Gigante, Mayor
Paul Marchesani, Deputy Mayor
Anthony Valvo, Trustee
Peter Blunnie, Trustee
Kevin Warbrick, Trustee

For a full Village Directory
with contact information, visit
www.airmont.org/village-directory/

Village Board Meeting Information

Village Board meetings are generally held on the first and third Monday of each month. However, dates may vary due to
holiday schedules. Please check the online village calendar for each scheduled meeting. Village Board meeting informa-
tion is submitted to local news media and posted on our website; the agenda is posted on our Facebook page and sent

via email to those who sign up for our email distribution list.
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Mayor & Trustee meetings are streamed live and archived on the Village YouTube —

Channel. A direct link to the channel is available on the home page of the Village
website. Visit airmont.org/government/village-board/ to see current and archived Agendas and Minutes.
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